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Duee wr;cm a ’G'me/,

in a valley stretched beneath Nhlosane. ..




...lived a humble woodcutter . musician .
photographer . designer . animal lover .
story teller . photoshop wizard . blacksmith .
luckiest person on the planet







Conversation turned to the thought
that a Conservancy be formed.

“We all agreed it
was a great ideq,
but that we'd
support it as long as
someone else
actually set it up and
ran it.” Barry Downard




Jennifer Willan explored the idea and with the
help of George Zaloumis -
DCO for Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife

we embarked on establishing a Conservancy.




The first committee — May 2003

 Brian Griffin

« Andrew Nash
 Struan MacGregor
« Jennifer Willan
 Peter Hanbury

« Jill Hamilton

« Barry Downard




“It was a steep learning curve as there wasn't
much experience of such matters, but between
us we contrived the balancing act that
established the basis for the Conservancy that

has grown to what it is foday.”
Barry Downard




The first issue to galvanize support was that of
looming development. Much time was spent
formalizing a policy and appropriate approach
towards inappropriate development.




Barry studied national, provincial and local
legislation, conferred with experts nationwide,
sat in municipal meetings and learned to
decipher development doublespeak.

Dargle was consulted for assistance by
concerned Conservancies throughout SA, and
was commended by Government departments
on taking a principled approach.




Penny Rees — DUCT

“Commenting on ElAs is a thankless, frustrating
task. Barry has managed to keep his sanity whilst
being a voice for Dargle and the Midlands.

His comments are always level headed, insightful
and un-emotional.

There are few people - far too few - who take on
the task of submitting comment when the
inevitable development applications are
circulated, we all owe him an enormous thank
you for standing up and tackling often contentious
issues head on.”



Word spread of potential difficulties in looking to
develop in the Dargle, and apart from a couple
of instances, inappropriate development has not
been much of an issue since.







Education was an important

component from the start -
both for farm staft







Barry has participated with enthusiasm,
lead with integrity




Spread the message,
volunteered time, skills & knowledge




Created magnificent posters
(that ensured Dargle stood out from the crowd)







Judy Bell

Chair - Midlands Conservancies Forum

“Barry’s vision for a greater Midlands managed
wisely by all, for all - the Guduza initiative -
was a large part of the inspiration that lead to
the formation of the Forum. His contribution to
the local conservancy movement cannot be
underestimated.”



No doubt, Barry has had heaps of fun
and laughed a lof,




become an integral part of the
Dargle community.




Having conquered the mountain - Barry
is hanging up his conservancy boots.
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